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“A New Heart...A New Spirit”

As I wandered through a gift shop last June, I
spied the wooden sign that now sits by the coffee cor-
ner in our sanctuary: “The Best Story is the One We
Write Together.” For me, these nine words capture
the essence of our Christian faith and what it means
to be a church. Imagine my delight when Barb Bennett
added a postscript by Mother Teresa: “We are all pen-
cils in the hand of God!” Amen to that - the perfect
theme for this year’s Stewardship campaign!

At a serious level, there is good theology here,
a simple memento of who we are and why it matters
that our beloved church remains strong and healthy.
Fir st, our little sign reminds us that we at DCC are
writing a “Best” story. In God’s world, there is no room
for mediocrity. From opening line to dramatic conclu-
sion, each chapter is integral to the plot. Each mis-
sions project, spiritual program, concert, dinner, Sun-
day school class and worship service is a paragraph
incarnate. Would God want us to compose anything
but our finest work?

Second, our sign affirms that we at DCC are
writing a marvelous “Story”- not just any story, but
the continuation of  the greatest story ever written,
the unfolding of God in our lives and our lives in God.
From the call of Abraham to the birth of  Jesus, from
his passion and resurrection to the coming of his Spirit,
from the birth of  the church to the rebirth of  our
church, every detail matters, every word, every sen-
tence carries the narrative forward. Love, compassion,
hope, healing, peace, justice, transformation - these are
the great themes we articulate as a community every
day.

Third, our little plaque reminds us that we are
“One.” Indeed, the logo of the United Church of Christ
bears the prayer of Jesus, “That they may all be one”
(John 17:21). The individualism we revere in our post
post-modern world would be unimaginable to Jesus
and his followers. The fractious denominationalism
rampant in Christendom today would sadden Jesus, I
think, subverting as it does his message of love and

understanding. The story we are writing at DCC and
in the United Church of Christ is one of unity: “Out
of  many - one.” At least that is our aim.

The fourth thing our little sign reminds us is
that “We Write” our own faith story. There are no in-
evitabilities here, no predetermined outcomes, no guar-
antees of success nor sentences of doom. From the
gathering of  the Dunbarton Congregational Church
in 1789, members and friends have embraced their roles
and responsibilities in authoring the church’s future.
Over the past seven years, we too have embraced this
mandate in new and exciting ways, becoming an in-
spiration to other churches across the country in the
process. God is still speaking, and writing, his story at
DCC indeed!

Fifth and finally, our small nine-word sign re-
minds us that the best story is the one we write “To-
gether.” No one is expendable at DCC. As a small
church, no tear goes unnoticed, no hug is unappreci-
ated, no act of generosity is taken for granted, and no
personal need is unimportant. At the end of the day,
we are a community of care, writing together a best
story, a thick volume of hope in the history of  hu-
mankind. “We are all pencils in the hand of God,”
writes Mother Teresa. Please know how grateful I am
for each act of love you engrave upon the heart and
soul of this church.

Blessings,
Pastor Cindy
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Christian Education
Church School Season Begins!
By Laura Tucker, Superintendent

Pete the Prayer Pirate swaggered into church
on Rally Day with his pack thrown over one shoulder
and his black pirate dog trailing behind him. He told
the church school children that his first mate (Pastor
Cindy) had asked him to drop by next time he came to
port. He told a few yarns and then said something very
surprising. Pete explained honestly (which is rather
uncharacteristic for a pirate) how the power of prayer
has helped him. 

We laughed at his pirate jokes and craned our
necks to see the objects he pulled out of his heavy
pack as he talked to the kids about praying. And after
he finished, he toasted the Captain Above for all our
treasures. Thanks for a wonderful presentation, Pirate
Pete!

As part of  our first church school unit this
year, the children will be building a house of prayer
from the foundation up. Margaret Venator, Bill Wetzel,
Susan Johannett, Lizz Ferdina, Becca Sherman and
Laura Tucker will be leading the children, and they’ll
need lots of children to lend a helping hand!

Upcoming Book Discussion!
“In a world where religion seems to grow increas-

ingly irrelevant, The Shack wrestles with the timeless ques-
tion, ‘Where is God in a world so filled with unspeakable
pain?’ The answers [the main character] gets will astound
you and perhaps transform you as much as it did him.”
From the back cover of The Shack, by William P.
Young.

Come enjoy a breakfast and lively discussion
of  The Shack on Sunday morning, Oct. 18th. There’s
plenty of time to read this intriguing book! Stay tuned
for more details.

Stewardship Team
By Linda Morse

Our Stewardship Campaign was wonderfully
successful last year, thanks to the generosity of so
many of you, DCC members and friends, and we are
hopeful that his year’s campaign will be even better.

Following our theme of “The Best Story Is
the One We Write Together – We Are All Pencils in
the Hand of God”, the Stewardship Team has what
we hope will be some interesting and thought provok-
ing activities planned for October’s worship services.

Our season begins on Oct. 4 and ends on Oct.
25 with our annual Celebration Luncheon. Here’s what
we have in store for you, and we hope to see you all
each Sunday!

Oct. 4 – “Early History” – Join us for Com-
munion and a short sermon so that, if  the weather
permits, we can walk with Les Hammond and Jim
Stone around the town common as they unite the his-
tory of  our church to the history of  the town. In case
of  rain, our alternative plan is for Margaret Venator
to give us a tour of her house, the home of our first
pastor, Walter Harris.

Oct. 11 – “Follow the Energy” – Pastor Cindy
will review our church’s accomplishments of the past
seven years. With so many new faces, we hope to take
a new “All Church” picture outside if the weather co-
operates.

Oct. 18 – “Our Story Continues” – With Pas-
tor Cindy away, James Davenport and Linda Morse
will facilitate an exercise designed to encourage you
to think globally!

Oct. 25 – Celebration Luncheon!

Pete the Prayer Pirate, a.k.a. guess who...
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Mission Activities
Prayer Shawl Gr oup
By Susan Johonnett

The first meeting of this year’s Prayer Shawl
Group is Friday night, Oct. 1st at 7:00 p.m., and we
are going to have it in the vestry due to some serious
renovations at my house. Anyone can join; no knitting
experience required.

Entering only our second year, our small but
productive group has already donated two dozen
shawls to the Concord Hospital, in addition to the two
or three dozen presented as part of  our local ministry!

We are now in a “raise our own money” mode
as many of the knitters make many shawls, and each
shawl typically costs between $15- $20 for yarn. We
have a mitten tree with donated knit items for which
we charge a minimal price, and that profit goes to buy
yarn. We will also have a table at the Concord Hospi-
tal Craft Fair on the 14th of November. All the pro-
ceeds will go to purchasing more yarn. Donations of
yarn or money for yarn are always welcome! Please
contact me at 774-4294 for more information.

Appalachia
By Pat Sellars

My mission trip to Beards Fork, West Virginia
was very gratifying. I worked on a dormitory for the
Southern Appalachian Labor School, putting the fin-
ishing touches on it, including sanding, painting,
grouting, and even gardening.

Our team consisted of ten people from Cali-
fornia, Minnesota, Wisconsin, Massachusetts, New
Hampshire and New York, ages 12-76. We worked as
if  we had known each other all our lives, truly amaz-
ing!

I’ ll be presenting a Power Point program in
the near future at the church. Thanks to all of you sho
donated clothing and other items!

CROP Walk ‘09
By Patty Shearin

Thank you to all of our volunteers, donors
and walkers who helped make our 4th annual
Dunbarton Old Home Day CROP Walk a great suc-
cess!  Despite the soggy weather, ten walkers braved
the elements as we kicked off the 2009 Dunbarton
Old Home Day festivities on Saturday, September
12th. A final total of $935.00 was contributed by our
neighbors and friends to support the hunger-fighting

efforts of  Church World Service, both here at home
and around the world. 

The Friendly Kitchen will receive 25% of the
funds raised aiding fellow Concord area residents in
need. The remaining 75% will make the global work
of  Church World Service possible: from working with
AIDS orphans in Africa, to aiding farm families in
Central America, and even assisting hurricane survi-
vors here in the states as they continue to rebuild their
homes and lives following Katrina’s
devastation. Volunteering, walking, donating - we all
have shown that citizens of Dunbarton are truly citi-
zens of the world. See you next year at the CROP
Hunger Walk!    

October Roadside Clean-Up
            The last roadside cleanup of the year will take
place on Saturday, October 24th. Volunteers will meet
in front of  the vestry at 8:30 a.m. to sign the neces-
sary forms and pick up their supplies. Children 11 yrs.
old and older are welcome with a parent or
guardian. Sturdy shoes and gloves are
recommended. Come on out to help beautify our town,
help our environment and enjoy the wonderful autumn
weather. If  you have further questions, please call Patty
Shearin at 774-3208.

Food Pantry Sunday
            Food Pantry Sunday falls on Sunday, October
18th this month. The items needed for the food pantry
are canned vegetables, shampoo and laundry
detergent. Monetary donations are also accepted and
appreciated as we do not have the capacity to store
perishable food items.  The Food Pantry is open on an
“as needed” basis. Please contact Patty Shearin at 774-
3208 for further assistance.



Coffee with a Conscience
Ever feel like there are just too many big prob-

lems in the world for you to make a difference? Don’t
underestimate the power of your dollar! The retail
choices you make send strong messages to Corporate
America, especially when it comes to the way our food
is produced. The desire on the part of  consumers to
put something healthier into their bodies has created
an $11 billion market in organic food! 

Do you love coffee? Coffee from New
Hampshire’s own Café Monte Alto is available for pur-
chase after church service. Don’t think about buying
coffee when you go to church? No problem. Send your
order via email to pshearin@gsinet.net.  

By purchasing coffee from Café Monte Alto,
you are supporting fair tr ade and a local New Hamp-
shire-based socially and environmentally responsible
company (located in Plymouth, NH) that donates 10%
of  sales to COOPERU: a non-profit that helps coffee
farmers, their families and communities while practic-
ing environmentally sound farming. 

Their coffee beans are roasted fresh right here
in New Hampshire, giving them their smooth rich
flavor. Only $9.00 a pound, Café Monte Alto coffee is
produced in harmony with the environment. All vari-
eties are shade-grown and come in Organic Regular
Decaf (Swiss water processed) and Regular Roast ,
Breakfast Blend and Dark Roast in both whole bean
and ground.  Buy local, support global and enjoy a
great cup of coffee!   
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Susan Johonnett stocks the DCC Farm Stand table as
customers gather during another successful season of
selling veggies and baked goods. Thanks to our hard-
working Farm Stand crew and all who contributed to
what has turned into a popular social event each Thurs-
day afternoon!

HalloweenHalloweenHalloweenHalloweenHalloween
IsIsIsIsIs

Coming!Coming!Coming!Coming!Coming!
And once again our vestry will be open forAnd once again our vestry will be open forAnd once again our vestry will be open forAnd once again our vestry will be open forAnd once again our vestry will be open for
trick or treaters! Stop by for some candytrick or treaters! Stop by for some candytrick or treaters! Stop by for some candytrick or treaters! Stop by for some candytrick or treaters! Stop by for some candy
or hot cider, (or visit our bathroom!)or hot cider, (or visit our bathroom!)or hot cider, (or visit our bathroom!)or hot cider, (or visit our bathroom!)or hot cider, (or visit our bathroom!)
Donations of bags of candy are needed andDonations of bags of candy are needed andDonations of bags of candy are needed andDonations of bags of candy are needed andDonations of bags of candy are needed and
welcome; watch for the “Collection Caul-welcome; watch for the “Collection Caul-welcome; watch for the “Collection Caul-welcome; watch for the “Collection Caul-welcome; watch for the “Collection Caul-
dron” in the church! Many thanks to thedron” in the church! Many thanks to thedron” in the church! Many thanks to thedron” in the church! Many thanks to thedron” in the church! Many thanks to the
Sullivan family for hosting this event everySullivan family for hosting this event everySullivan family for hosting this event everySullivan family for hosting this event everySullivan family for hosting this event every
year!year!year!year!year!

DCC
C O N C E R T  S E R I E S

Presents

Classical Pianist Jayne Kelly
on a

Return Engagement

Sunday, October 4
4:00 p.m.

Admission:
$10



The Concord Regional Visiting Nurse Association will be holding a Public Seasonal
Flu Immunization clinic at the Dunbarton Congregational Church Vestry on November 2nd

from 9:00 am to 11:00 am.
The cost is $25; however, if you have Medicare Part B, Medicaid, Healthy Kids, or

Anthem (prefix of YG, R or NH only), Concord Regional VNA will bill for the immunization (you
must have your insurance ID card with you at the clinic).

A complete list of Concord Regional VNA Public Seasonal Flu Clinics is available at
www.crvna.org or call (603) 224-4093 or (800) 924-8620.

Seasonal Flu Clinic

Our discussion of Wynd’s The Ginger Tree will be held at 6:30 p.m. on Oct. 13, and noon on
Oct. 14. Wednesday’s will be our first book bag lunch discussion, and we will provide a beverage and
dessert.

On Oct. 22 we are holding two programs at 6:30. In the library we are hosting Cynthia
O’Neil, Manchester City Library’s genealogist. During the program “Unpuzzling your Past”, Cynthia
will help you direct your family search, whether you are just beginning, or have already begun locat-
ing your roots. Nancy Lang and Wendy Dailey will be present to assist with questions.

Also on Oct. 22 at 6:30, in the media center at the elementary school, the PTO and library are
co-hosting “Connect with Books!”. Guest author (Harley & Homer) and long time middle school
teacher Donna Ciocca, will discuss how to help your children become excited readers. Donna has
previously regaled young audiences at the library, and Andrea is thrilled she has returned to
Dunbarton. Help your children find the pizzazz in books!

Budding young artists can register for a face-painting workshop on Oct. 27 at 6:30, given by
professional Mrs. Phil. Registration is required to participate in this artistic extravaganza!

Nancy will be ready for trick-or-treaters on Halloween evening. It’s a Saturday this year, so be
prepared.

October promises to be busy at the library. See you soon!

Andrea Douglas

Dunbarton Library News
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